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8th Annual National Conference on 
‘ELECTORAL & POLITICAL REFORMS’ 

 

Organized by National Election Watch & Association for Democratic Reforms (ADR) 

Date: 5th & 6th May 2012, Bhubaneshwar 

 

This document is an attempt to review the important points discussed in the this two 

day conference 

Day 1 (5th May 2012) 

Inauguration 

 Importance for the need of electoral and political reforms.  
 Book circulated about the recommendations for Political Reforms Bill 
 The amount of black money in the elections is on the steady increase. In 

recent Uttar Pradesh Assembly elections, the amount unaccounted money 
is estimated to be around 10,000 crores.  

 Inter-party democracy is an important issue to be discussed. How can on 
be democratic if you don’t have inter-party democracy? 

 

Welcome Address 

Experience sharing from recent Assembly Elections 2012 

Punjab Election Watch 

Prepared 10 different reports on the Punjab elections and released them gradually. Started with the 

data from 2007 Assembly elections. Released their affidavits and gave media lots to chew on.  

Some data was released 4 months before. 

CEO was quiet helpful with the data being uploaded on the SEC website. 

11 days before 2007 affidavits were released.  

1.17 in paid news in Punjab. 300 media monitoring committees 
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Uttar Pradesh Election Watch 

The group has been working there for about 8 years.  

They tried to create an environment before the elections by throwing 
some basic questions like “How do you think your MLA should be” and 

“What should be our indicators to determine that?” “जन प्रतितनधी चुनने 
के हमारे मानक क्या होने चाहीये?” 

They took help from the locals. Especially the sensitive area of Bundelkhand.  

Organised जागरूकता अभियान where the newspapers had now reach and influence. 

Voting % increased by 15%. Not only there contribution. Many other factors might have chipped in for 

this result. 

Violence prone areas showed no signs of violence. Is this a result of voter’s sensitization? 

They brought together a network of CSO and the NGOs and a few interest individuals. The network 

worked around the clock with updating the election data and running a helpline for the voters. 

It was seen that the candidates who spent exorbitant amount of money dint actually win. Ill-famous 

dacoits were defeated 

Strategy for Uttar Pradesh:  

 Press conferences at the local levels and not at the district headquarters. 
 Teachers, reputed people from the locality and a few reputed NGO’s 

were targeted to help them.  
 Journalists were not mere spectators but were party to election watch. 

They help the team in compiling and analysing reports. 

Uttarakhand Election Watch 

They were the first timers with the ADR.  

A shocking observation that the affidavits in 2012 were quite different from the affidavits of the 

candidates who had already contested elections in 2007. We can see it as a negative effect. The criminal 

records from those affidavits were rigged and candidates were seen to have used influence to change 

those records.   

In Uttarakhand the election were held in extreme cold. Still the voting % was around 70% 

 Plan to bring ‘People’s Manifesto’ in each Assembly constituency in the next elections. 
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Goa Election Watch 

Worked on establishing their credibility in their first initiative. Took help from the ‘Goa Youth Forum’.  

Voting percentage seen to be increasing 

2002: 69% 2007: 72% 2012: 82% 

Assam and Manipur Election Watch  

Both insurgency prone states, so the challenges in front of these states are quiet different than that of 

the ‘peaceful’ states. 

87% of the candidates were with the criminal records.  

Asset growth of the candidates was seen increasing by 200% after 
they started their tenure. So they thought we should also look into the 
income sources of the candidates.  

Points from the other people 

 This election saw the increase in voting from urban area, generally.   
 We should look into the definition of ‘public servant’. What exactly are 

they supposed to do? They definition has been abused for quite some 
time. 

 Who are the candidates that violated the Model Code of Conduct? This 
should be brought into the public arena. Model Code of Conduct should 
also be enforceable at some level at least. 

 False affidavits are a big issue. It is a personal –statement made in front 
of a gazette officer. Wrong information in an affidavit is a punishable 
offence.  Eg. Case of Chavan in Maharashtra (Need to check this) 

 Column for the source of information should be added. 
 What should we do if the candidate has a criminal case? Whether he 

should be barred from contesting any election? Needs to be debated.  
 Provision for right to reject should be considered. 

Money power in Elections 
Money power in elections is a serious issue and needs a careful consideration. There are many 

interdependent points which need to be sorted out, like the election funding. 

P.K Das (DG expenditure of Election Commission) 

(We have his presentation) His is the new post designed by ECI. 
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Vote buying does not happen in US. (We don’t think so… there is no proof for this statement) Obama 

raised $8 billion dollars from the general public.  

Money creates uneven playing ground in a multi-party system. Candidates recover the money they 

spent in the elections.  

Story of Gandhi and Vaikunthrai Mehta: Gandhi asked him to contest the elections without any money 

and he did. And he won with a thumping majority.  

They made compulsory the separate bank accounts. Uphold our principle of ‘Ear to the ground’. So as 

the changes taking place in the surroundings make sense. 

Swapan Mahapatra (NDTV) 

Ruling party gives advertisements in newspapers and channels much before the elections are on. These 

advertisements are given with government money and there is not regulation by which we can tap this.  

 

M. Balasubramaniam: 

Money power is not the only problem. Today the real problem lies where people with money, the 

corporates are getting involved in policy making. They are buying their way in Rajya Sabha and on other 

policy making positions. Money in politics in a small problem. It is OK if people with money are in 

politics. The real problem lies where chemical factory owners make our chemical policy and builders 

take part in city planning.  

We also should have voters watchers. We should think and tap what voters think before election. 

We only get a chance once in 5 years to get our money back from the politicians who have looted us for 

last 5 years. So the voters take the gifts.   

Address by Mr. Brahma (Election Commissioner) 
(He was playing to the gallery, made the news with his statement that all the candidates with criminal 

records should be banned from contesting elections) 

We should watch what our children are thinking. 

This generation does not have an idol. 

1991 was a threshold level for political parties in India.  Corporate flow of money in the politics started 

here.  

Election must recognize and use the role of the civil society. (But, he dint say how we should involve 

them) 

ADR like organizations should be more elections. ADR should take part in local elections.   
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Political Party Reforms (What and How) 

CPI (M) 

We have internal democracy. We denied the funds from TATA. 

Nirmala Sitaraman (BJP Spokesperson) 

Interparty democracy exists.  

Strict rules for holding the party posts. Eg.  

 You cannot be the party president for 2 consequitive terms and can can 
be a president for not more than 2 terms in the candidates lifetime.  

 33% reservation for women in the party.  
 Aajeevan Sahayog Nidhi (1000 to 10,000 per year), Vishesh Sahayog 

Nidhi (1 Lakh). For particular programs, but that does not get included in 
our main party funds.  

But in Goa there is not a single woman candidate. Because the winnability matters, and that’s why BJP is 

insisting on women’s reservation bill.  

Bardhan CPI 

300 are corerpatis in out 500 person Loksabha. 

Who is a criminal should be well defined. WE should distinguish between the convicted and the charged.  

We are the most Democratic Party. Explained the structure of his party (See recordings). People say that 

we are the dictatorial political party. Yes, on our board we are proud to mention that we believe in the 

dictatorship of the proletariat. 

Also our party audit commission is also elected. 

Income source: 

 Levy: Ex MP/MLA: 10% of his income 
 Members will have to pay 1% of his income 
 Annual membership for the party. Andhra has membership fees upto 

200/- 
 Per day funding 

One does not just retire from one’s political convictions.  

(Structure, loyalty answerability matters the utmost to the reds!) 

 



Page 7 of 11 
 

Role of Media in ensuring Free and Fair Elections 

Soumya Patnaik (editor sambad) 

Media is not the 4th estate. 

Media houses rely on credibility. You do away with the responsibilities you have forced on to the media. 

The private media works on the public forces. The profit is based on the acceptability and thus credibility 

they build and render in the market. If the public has a feeling that a particular medium is biased or is 

misleading the masses, he will simply stop buying. Thus, we are automatically regulated by the open 

market forces. That is we cannot afford to be biased because our profits will decrease.  

MR Mishra 

The corporate media does nothing is a myth. Let us not be too cynical.  

Srinivasan Jain 

Charge sheet being filed is not the ultimate verdict for the candidate. Media should follow-up the 

misconducts- it is good for us.   

Role of Youth in Democracy 

Bhagwan Prakash 

YUVA (Youth United for Voting Awareness) Is working for voting awareness. 

IS the youth loosing interest in the politics/democracy? Need to find out 

There is a need for the behavioural study of the votors.  

Indian institute of Democracy and election Management - they are thinking to found a university. This 

will be for training, capacity building and research support.  

Arun Sahu (BJD MLA) (Very on grounded speech) 

Nobody says that he wants to be an elected institute. 

Do so called intellectuals want to participate in the elections?? They don’t. 

Koraput:75% and Bhubaneshwar: 40% what does these figures say? 

Till the day you tell your children to take part in the politics… Nothing will change! 

All educated are not corrupt, but all corrupt are educated. Democracy is not thus, limited only to the 

educated masses. 

Harinesh Bhai (Gujrat) 

Example of How a blind young person started a movement of RTI and it spread like a wild fire. 
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Q&A 

Youth participates in the anxiety and action, but if we see the world wide example we should also check 

their consistency in the movement.  

In many countries when people get financially independent, work and broaden their horizrn then only 

they take part in active politics. This is something worth thinking about.  

Democracy is similar to any relationship: We need openness, transparency and reliability and trust. 

We are living in the age of foolishness, we are living in the age of wisdom.  

Day 2 (6th May 2012) 

Local Body Elections 

Samantha (Former DGP WB) 

The decentralization and 73rd and the 74th amendment does not really give power to the local bodies. It 

is not clear. If it was, the problems like Nandigram would not have occurred. 

ECI should be given some teeth to convict the candidates who don’t abide by the rules.  

Panchayat elections have ruined the village life because of the party. 

Hota 

Political parties and the Election commission has not been decentralized as we hoped to be. 73rd and 

74th amendment decentralized the governance in away.  

We should have party-less election because the village is distributed again into factions of different 

political parties. 

Sriparna 

Samaras: A dangerous method to elect the candidates unanimously. Takes place in majority of parts of 

Gujarath. Is highly undemocratic. Also participation of women and lower castes is hindered.  

Laws and practices that hinder women’s participation 

 2 child morn- because women in rural India still don’t have a say for 
child bearing 

 Has to read and write oriya. 
 Caste certificate 

Sudhir Pal 

Panchayts and Municipal Corporation are not instrumentals of self-government. These are the mere 

tools of the state government to rule these parts. This is despite of the 73rd and the 74th amemdment.  
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We had democratic autocracy in the past, but today we have autocratic democracy, which is highly 

dangerous. 

Gautam Bandopadhyay (Chattisgarh Election Watch) 

What is development? This question must be answered by the self-governments only. You only take 

resources from these Self-governments and ‘develop’ them as per your ideas.  

Women’s participation in Political Process 

Manipadma Jena (Senior journalist) 

Man or a woman, when in the position of power, should not be distinguished by their gender, their 

position is an institution. And institution is genderless. Should it really does not depend on your gender 

whether you will be corrupt or not. 

The behavior of the MPs might change for better if more women are in the LokSabha.  

Kamini Jaiswal 

This should start with the voters, women should come out and vote and not depend on the males in 

their family for forming a political opinion.  

Women will offer better government because women have border perspective. 

Women should be encouraged to take part in the governance.   

Sneha Mishra 

On this dais, why only women are speaking about women’s reservation and their political participation? 

Why can’t any man vouch for or with a woman? 

Q & A 

Men in LS are afraid of shift in power. 

Political Party Reforms (Practical issues in implementation) 

Shrikant Jena (Union minister statics and program implimentation) 

Political personalities influence people and not the political parties, so I have doubts, when we think 

about the political reforms, that whether they would serve the purpose. Also, these personalities do not 

have an influence on their parties too. So I think the political parties are becoming irrelevant.   

Candidates’ election expenditure is not in control of the political party AT ALL. The party only gives the 

AB forms and nothing more. 

Campaign period 21 days is better for smaller parties. 

Spending more money does not mean that you will win.  

Law is not the solution. One should also analyze the party and candidates manifestos.  



Page 10 of 11 
 

Orissa is the most corrupt state in India. Because of the Iron Ore.  

Ambika Chaudhury (State government minister, Minister of revenue, relief and rehabilitation, Uttar 

Pradesh) 

We need to do away with the elite arrogance.  

Change is in the place. Your report might say that there are 200 criminal candidates but this time, only 

12 candidates with heavy charges contested  the elections. From those 12 only 3 won. 

One needs to be a member of that political party for a fixed time (1 or 2 years or atleast a few months) 

before you ask for a ticket from a particular political party.  

When the elector is corrupt how can he demand for the credibility of the elected? 

Eliminate the corrupt from the social life. DO not invite them for 
weddings and other social functions. 

Pandhananda Kumongo (Former minister Odisha) 

Constituent assembly clause 27-29. The laws do get redundant. So we should change the laws. 

right to recall is mentioned in out constituent assembly discussions.  

One man should only hold one post in the party. Nobody should continue beyond his 2 terms in 

the office.  

Women’s reservation is belittling for the women. They should be able to contest with the men.  

Reforms suggested: 

 EVMs 
 Online voting 
 Right to recall  
 State should bear all the costs of election 
 Manifestos should be published in newpapers.  
 One day election throught the state. 
 rajya sabha election should be secret vote.  

 

Concluding session 

 पैशानी लोकशाहीला विकृत केले आहे! 
 Election watch on local level 
 ADR should do a more contineous work. 
 There should be less candidates/ speakers. 
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Interesting People in Contact 

1. Ajit Ranade 
2. Prof. Trilochan Shastry 
3. R. Balasubramaniam 
4. A few ADR people will be in contact for the minutes of the meeting and 

future direction for the work.  

Our reflection 

 The conference was about the reflection of the work undertaken by ADR 
in last year and not much, as we thought about the methodology of the 
various conducted by the ADR.  

 The reports of ADR should be (should also be) in the regional language 
to ensure the reach of the document. 

 Their network of 1200 NGOs is quiet strong. What attracts these bodies 
to the ADR is their ability and contact with the Election Commission of 
India and funding capability. 

 The purpose of this conference was established to be on ‘political 
financing’ but later in the discussions the purpose seemed to be lost 

 

 


